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. August 7, 1982

25X1
Mr., William Safire
c¢/o Editor, New York Times
229 West 434 st
New York, NY 10036 }
Dear Mr, Safire = °
As an occasiQnal reader of your occasional column, I am writing to
you with a complaint. There have been numerous rumors for years .
that there is a large prison system in the Soviet Union. The U,S.
ambassador to the Madrid meeting on the Helsinkl agreements sald
there are 1,7 million prisoners in the USSR, That is more than
twice the size one could Justify for a country of 250 million.
Senator 0. Hatch (April 5,1982, Wall Street Journal) put the number
of prisoners at 3 million, more than 4 times what it should be,
People who have been in the Gulag generally glve larger estlmates
than eilther the senator or the ambassador. Of course, whenever such
estimates are glven they are not accompanied by any evldence so don't
have much effect. |,
If 1t were definitely established that the USSR runs a large systen
of forced labor then maybe they would have to close down the camps,
Maybe Indira Ghandi would find 1t difficult to make loftily righteous
pPro-Soviet statements., DMaybe Pol Pot would have had a tougher
time recruiting his thugs. Maybe a lot of things.
This brings me to my complaint, Why doesn't anyone in the press ask
the CIA to release satelllte. photogravhs of the prisons so that
a proper census of them can be taken? . The technonogy that goes into.
a satellite camera good enough to enable a photo-interpreter to count
the number of men standing in a row from a photograph taken from 100
miles up is more than ten years old. The CIA'S reflex argument that
! they have to keep everything secret only makes sense to those who
{ belleve a ten year o0ld camera 1s still secret and that keeping that
secret 1s worth more to us than keeping the prisons secret is to
L//the soviets,
Running concentration camps 1s the sort of thing people can only do
in the dark, 1 thought it was the job of the press to turn on the
lights, When it comes to the Gulag you're not turning on any lights
even though you are sitting right next to the swltch.
Sincerely yours
STAT
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